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* By Douglas L. Vaughan 1 ' ' 

. SptfctaltoTheWiwhlnfto^Pwrt-'* 

° FORT COLLINS^olo;,. "Nov. 
30— A CIA lawyer told apolice da* 
^tective last July. thab-the agency 
-would deny, knowledge o.^ot involve- 
ment with Eugene- A. Tafoya*£for-' 
mer Green Beret ^accused . Of.' at- 
temptingto murdetJa/jUbyan' dissi- 
[{lent, even if Tafoya,)va8jon,ti*CIA 
mission when- he shot the Libyan. 

According to a report filed:by Forfr- 
‘Collins Det.r Ray Martinet,' Jerry' 
Johnson, a lawyer ih»the CIA’s Of- 
fice of the General Counsel, was con- 
tacted on July 16,-1981, and asked 
what association, if any, the CIA had 
with Tafoya. 

“I discussed with Jerry Johnson 
the possibility that if the CIA did 
hire Tafoya, what would their posi- 
tion be in court,” Martinez said. 
'“Jerry Johnson stated;* ‘We would* 
have to deny any involvement.’ ” 

Martinez’ report* came to light 
after George Marling,; records cus- 
todian of the CIA’s operations group- 
testified as a prosecution rebuttal 
witness today that the agency had 


-no record that ; Tafoya had ever 
worked for the CIA. * : ‘ - 

Asked- by Deputy -District Attor- 
ney Larry Abrahamson if ‘Tafoya 

■ was working for the- CIA when he 
went to the apartment of Libyan 
dissident Faisal Zagallai on Oct. 14, 
1980 — to -deliver a CIA warning to 

■ Zagallai to stop his political activi- 

■ ties, Tafoya claims— Marling replied: 
£■'> “There is; no record of any. use- or- 

employment of Mr. Tafoya in this or 
'any other activity ” , 

Under rV persistent - ; cross: 
examination, Marling admitted That j 
absence of records did not, necessar- 
ily mean Tafoya could not have 
' worked for the CIA at some time. 

"Does the CIA have a. policy of 
denial of involvement with “opera- 
tions or employes who get caught in 

■ embarrassing or classified ^situa- 
tions?” defense attorney Scott Rob- 
inson v asked. After repeated objec- 
tions by prosecutors! Marling was 

-permitted to -answer. f 

v- “Yes,’ ! he-' said, “there is , such. a 
policy , with, regard to classified ma- 
terial.” 

Pressed, Marling-said he was au- 


thorized, to report on the records 
search because it showed no indica- 
tion that the CIA. had employed 
Tafoya'. Asked if the policy of deny- 1 
ing knowledge of sensitive matters, 
applied to statements under oath in j 
court. Marling'. said, “Classified in-j 
-formation is not to be' divulged in as 
public setting, that’s correct.” | 

■' ' Marling. also said the CLA “had no! 
record of any association” since Sep-» 
-tember, 1976, with Edwin P. Wilson,; 

a former CIA ;; agent identified byi 

' prosecutors ai^beihg suspected of 
'hiring TafoysTin an alleged plot to 
assassinate political opponents of the 
Libyan government. ’ f * . 

. In Septemb^-i976, Wilson osten- 
sibly resigned” from, the CIA ^ and 
began working-bunder contract!- to 
-Libya. Asked if Wilson is still oper- 
ating under “dfeepi cover” as ' a CLA 
agent. Marling' said- he is “not qual- 
ified to discuss specific operations.” 

After Marling testified, .'defense 
attorneys cited the- report of the call! 
to Johnson add'- asked that he' bej 
.ordered, to testify.- Johnson, whofac-f 
companied Marlfng to the' court-- 
house, agreed td testify Tuesday. * J 
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